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^ PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

-p Commissioner for Patents 
m Washington, D.C. 20231 


Dear Sir: 


12 Prior to examination of the above-identified application, please amend the 


application as follows: 

In the Claims 

Please rewrite Claim 1 as follows: 


CJ> 


1. (Amended) A thin-film magnetic head comprising: 


, £^ a lower core layer; 


a gap layer formed on the lower core layer, with a lower pole layer 
therebetween; 

an upper pole layer formed on the gap layer; 
an upper core layer formed on the upper pole layer; and 
a Gd-defining layer for defining the depth in the height direction of the 
joint surface between the gap layer and the upper pole layer, the Gd-defining layer 
being formed on the lower core layer toward the back in the height direction from a 
surface facing a recording medium, 


